
Discussion Questions Tied to Specific Books:

SNOWY DAY

. Where do you think the story takes place? What are some clues?
What are some ways you are like Peter?
Do you remember waking up to a snowy world outside your window? What was it like? What
did you do?
Why do you think the snowball in Peter's pocket wasn't there when he checked before bed?
Can you think of a way to save a snowball?
What do you wonder about the worlQ outside your window?
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1 . Discuss children's previous experience with the snow. Discuss what snow looks and
feels like.
2. Talk about what activities you can do in the snow.
3. Have children draw and write about what they would like to do in the snow.
4. Brainstorma class list of "snow"wordsto use later in writing.
5. Have the students compose a story about what might have happened if Peter's
snowman was a magic snowman and came to life.

Keats was innovative in his use of minority children as central characters.
Discuss the children's thoughts about the fact that, long before multicultural characters
and themes were fashionable, Ezra Jack Keats crossed social boundaries by being the first
American picture-book maker to give the black child a central place in children's
literature.

Additional questions:

. Can you find examples of the author using words, writing style, and illustrations to make the action in the story come to
life? (i.e., "[peter] dragged his feet s-l-o-w-I-y to make tracks." "Down fell the snow - plop! - on top of Peter's head."
The words describing Peter climbing up the mountain of snow is described on the left page, where his ascent is pictured,
and the words describing him sliding down are on the right page, where his descent is pictured. )




